
Dear James Madison Charter Academy Family: 

*The following information is subject to change as we get updates from El Paso 

County Public Health. 

It has been an honor serving the James Madison Charter Academy (JMCA) community these 

past couple of months. I know that these unprecedented times present a challenge to all of us. I 

want to take this time to answer as many questions as possible. If you still have a question that 

was not covered by our FAQ section, then please feel free to email me at morinkyle@wsd3.org.  

Remember, “We are Family.” 

1. When will school start for JMCA? 

The JMCA Board of Directors voted in May 2020 to follow the Widefield School District 

calendar for the 2020 - 2021 school year. We will start school on August 24, the same day as the 

district. 

2. How does the date change impact middle school students? 

JMCA middle school students will start school August 24. 

3. How does the date change impact kindergarten students? 

Kindergarten students will start regular school August 26. On August 24 and August 25, your 

kindergartener will be assigned a time to come to school, meet their teacher and take an 

assessment. 

4. Will school be in-person or online? 

Right now, we are following the district lead. Widefield District 3 has decided on in-person 

instruction for all K-5 students. JMCA will offer in-person instruction for all K-8 students. 

 

5. Do you have an online option if I do not want to send my child to school? 

Yes, we have developed an innovative JMCA online option. All online students will use 

Schoology to watch their regular math class live. JMCA teachers will teach the math lessons to 

both online students and in-class students at the same time. Other JMCA staff will be assisting 

the classroom teacher with instruction and live streaming the students into the classroom.  

For literacy and core knowledge, JMCA staff will hold video conferences to teach students 

online. 

If interested in the online option, please contact Donna Smith at smithd@wsd3.org. 

6. Will students or staff be required to wear facial coverings or masks? 

Yes, we want to keep students in school and research shows that wearing cloth face coverings or 

masks reduces disease transmission.   
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a. Staff and students in grades 3 to 8 will be required to wear cloth facial coverings or 

masks (must cover nose and mouth) in school.  The only exceptions are during P.E. and 

recess. 

b.  No bandanas, scarves or face shields allowed. 

c. K to 2 students are required to wear facial coverings or masks when entering and leaving 

the buildings and outside the classroom in hallways or common areas. 

d. K to 2 students are highly encouraged to wear facial coverings or masks to the greatest 

extent possible while in proximity to others. 

e. Parents please help your child get accustomed to wearing masks: 

a. Be positive- explain that masks are worn to keep them safe; 

b. Teach your child how to put the mask on and off; 

c. Start with 30 minute increments of wearing the mask. 

 

7. Will temperature checks be required for students and staff? 

During morning carpool, students must roll down the window and stay in their car in order to 

have a JMCA staff member check their temperature. If the students’ temperature is lower than 

100.4 degrees, they may get out of the car and attend school. If their temperature is higher than 

100.4 degrees, then they may not enter the building. 

Staff are expected to monitor their own symptoms. Both students and staff may not attend 

school if they exhibit the following symptoms: 

1. They have a fever above 100.4 degrees, 

2. They have a sudden onslaught of a cough or shortness of breath, 

3. They exhibit two or more of the following symptoms: 

a. Chills 

b. Muscle pain 

c. Sore throat 

d. Loss of sense of smell or taste 

e. Gastrointestinal symptoms of diarrhea, vomiting, or nausea 

 

8. What other efforts are being made to keep students and staff safe? 

 

a. Every attempt will be made to spread desks apart and keep learning areas at a 

safe distance. 

b. Students will use their own school supplies.  On the rare occasion supplies are 

shared, they will be cleaned between each use. 

c. Students will receive a pump of hand sanitizer upon entering the school, before 

P.E. class, and after P.E. class. 

d. Students will wash their hands before lunch, after lunch, and after recess. 

e. Classrooms will be thoroughly cleaned at night. 

f. Common spaces in the classroom will be cleaned before lunch, after lunch, and 

before the staff member leaves at the end of the day. 

g. Students are placed in grade-level cohorts in order to minimize interaction 

between students and adults in a different cohort. 



h. Students will enter the school through their outside entrance. 

i. Students will use every other hook to hang backpacks and other school supplies. 

j. Upon returning to school from any medical appointments, students will have 

their temperature checked.  If their temperature is below 100.4 degrees, then 

they may return to school. 

k. Parents are not allowed beyond the blue double doors. 

l. A plexiglass shield is being installed in the front office. 

m. Bathrooms are cleaned twice throughout the school day and again after school. 

n. The Widefield School District 3 facilities’ crew are using EPA registered, hospital 

grade disinfectant in the school; they are also using antimicrobial protectant on 

high traffic surfaces such as desks, chairs, and doorknobs. 

 

9. Will students get recess?   

Yes, students will get recess and have brain breaks throughout the day. Staff are required to 

maintain the principle of keeping students in different cohorts during recess. 

10. Will students have specials? 

Yes, students will receive 30 minutes of P.E. class four days a week. On Wednesday, students 

will receive 30 minutes of technology class taught in their classroom. 

11. Where will students eat meals? 

Students will eat lunch inside their classroom. A JMCA staff member will be assigned to 

supervise students in their classroom. Students are expected to wash hands, and desks will be 

cleaned before/after lunch.  

12. What happens if there is a positive case of COVID at JMCA? 

JMCA is following Widefield School District 3 guidance on positive COVID cases inside the 

school. To report a COVID-19 case or potential breakout contact Public Health at 719-578-3220. 

One COVID Case and it is in the same cohort: 

If someone goes into testing protocol and it is in one cohort, then the staff affected, students in 

the cohort, and any sibling of the positive case have to go into quarantine.   

Students will participate in remote online instruction using Schoology for 14 days. 

Two COVID Cases and  in the same cohort: 

We will follow the same procedures as outlined above. 

If more than two COVID Cases are in the same cohort or if there are COVID cases in multiple 

cohorts: 

Then the entire school transitions to remote online instruction using Schoology for 14 days. 



If greater than 10 percent of students/faculty absent for COVID -19: 

The entire school transitions to remote online instruction using Schoology for 14 days. There 

will be immediate communication to faculty and students to encourage immediate COVID-19 

testing of all symptomatic individuals before re-evaluation of possible school closure. 

13. What does remote schooling look like at JMCA? 

a. If you are in need of additional technology in order to teach your child/children 

online, please contact Mrs. Smith at smithd@wsd3.org. 

b. All online instruction will be conducted via Schoology. 

c. Students will receive grades similar to as if they were in the regular classroom. 

d. There will be no specials classes in the online classroom environment. 

e. Teachers are expected to post their class schedule by Monday morning at 8 A.M. 

for students to view. 

f. Staff will have live video conferences that they can use to teach students online 

and classroom material that they can complete on their own. 

g. Families will receive a schedule alerting them of what time their child should be 

in class.  The schedule will be designed in order to prevent minimal overlap 

between siblings. 

h. Teachers will take attendance for every class. 

i. Teachers will present new material. 

j. Intervention and enrichment opportunities will be available for all students. 

I look forward to seeing everyone and working with everyone in the upcoming school-year. 

Sincerely, 

Kyle D. Morin 

Interim Principal  

James Madison Charter Academy  

 

   


